Successful use of an intravenous infusion of flecainide and amiodarone for a refractory combination of postoperative junctional and ectopic tachycardias.
After repair of an atrioventricular septal defect with common atrioventricular junction in a 2-month-old girl, rapid atrial tachycardia, in combination with junctional ectopic tachycardia, led to severe postoperative cardiovascular compromise. Intercurrent runs of ectopic atrial tachycardia made atrial pacing impossible, despite high doses of intravenous amiodarone. Following the addition of flecainide to the infusion, we were able to control the rhythm, and when combined with atrial pacing, this led to an immediate haemodynamic improvement. Treatment of refractory supraventricular tachycardias with amiodarone combined with flecainide can be very effective in the setting of postoperative cardiac intensive care.